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African Ambassadors Urge Support for Dr Tedros Adhanom, the African Union-
Endorsed Candidate for World Health Organization Director-General

Statement from the Permanent Delegation of the African Union to the United Nations
Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva

GENEVA, 17 May 2017 - African ambassadors to the United Nations in Geneva today reiterated
their support for Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus to become the next Director-General of
the World Health Organization (WHO), and urged other regional country groups and WHO
Member States to support his candidacy. Dr Tedros has been endorsed by the African Union
as the most qualified candidate in next week’s election, which marks the first time a new WHO
leader will be selected by a vote of all UN Member States.

Dr Tedros is the former Minister of Health and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, and if
elected WHO Director-General would be the first chief of the agency to come from Africa and
also the first who has led both a national health ministry and foreign affairs ministry. As Minister
of Health of Ethiopia, Dr Tedros systematically transformed the country’s health system to
improve public health and strengthen the response to disease outbreaks.

“Dr Tedros is the best candidate for the next WHO Director-General because he is the only one
who has designed, implemented and led the reform of an entire health system and in addition
to his transformative leadership, he is a man of integrity and humility who is most loved and
respected by the people and the communities he serves” said Jean-Marie Ehouzou,
Ambassador of the African Union to the United Nations. “WHO is at a crossroads and requires
a determined reformer. We are calling on all WHO Member States and regional country groups
to support and vote for Dr Tedros.”

Mr Pedro Afonso Comissario, the Ambassador of Mozambique to the United Nations, said:
“With the growing global consensus on advancing universal health coverage for sustainable
development, Dr Tedros’ unmatched diplomatic, political and technical skills and experience
will be crucial for leading WHO.”
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Dr Francois Xavier Ngarambe, Ambassador of Rwanda to the United Nations in Geneva said:
“Africans are united fully behind Dr Tedros because he is the best candidate with a track record
of results and impact. We are proud to say Dr Tedros is the right candidate to lead WHO not
just on behalf of the African continent but on behalf of the entire world.”

Under Dr Tedros’ leadership of the Ethiopia Ministry of Health from 2005 to 2012, child mortality
declined by two-thirds, meeting the Millennium Development Goal target two years early. At the
same time, HIV infections declined by 90%, malaria mortality by 75% and mortality from
tuberculosis by 64%.

In addition to being endorsed by the African Union, Dr Tedros has also been endorsed by the
Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States.

For further information, please contact:

Directorate of Information and Communication | African Union Commission | E-mail: DIC@african-union.org |
Web Site: www.au.int | Addis Ababa | Ethiopia

Follow us:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ AfricanUnion

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission

AFRICA 2063

PROSPERITY & PEACE 36, rue des Paquis C.P. 127 — 1211 Genéve 21 Suisse Tel.: (41-22) 716 0640 ; Fax: (41-22) 731 6818
Email: AU-Geneva@aftica-union.org



mailto:AU-Geneva@africa-union.org
mailto:DIC@african-union.org
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.au.int
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fAfricanUnionCommission
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2f_AfricanUnion
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fAUCommission

